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FROM THE END OF MODERNITY TO CATTELAN
Giacinto Di Pietrantonio
AFTER ARTE POVERA WORK in the Transavantgarde movement, artists from over the Transavantgarde, rising from the
early "60s and mid 70s by Anselmo, Boetti, different generations would hang out neighborhood of San Lorenzo. In Milan, the
Fabro, Kounellis, Mario and Marisa Merz, together, the elders helping out the younger New Futurists sought growth under the names
Pascali, Penone, Pistoletto, Prini, Zorio and artists, picking out the new talents while of Lodola, Plumcake, Abate, Palmieri and
Celant. After Transavantgarde work in the late  passing on their knowledge. With the Transa- Bonfiglio. Yet, for a while there has been a
"70s and mid '80s by Chia, Clemente, Cucchi, vantgarde movement, this cycle was inter- growing necessity to move onwards. Times
De Maria, Paladino and Bonito Oliva. After rupted for many years. In Italy, the older are changing and after about thirty years since
the end of Modernity in Italy during Pasolini, artists chose to communicate and exhibitonly Azimuth and Manzoni, since the Arte
'68, and the Red Brigades... and after the with artists equal to themselves in fame and Programmata movement of Munari,
beginning of postmodernism in Italy, after reputation. Even though this interruption Colombo, Alviani and the Gruppo N, Milan is
77, color TV, Andrea Pazienza, Nanni cannot serve as an excuse, nonetheless it has  coming to the forefront once again.
Moretti, Craxi and-“made in Italy.” After these caused a disruption for which we are still Corrado Levi has already moved from
key moments in Italian art, in which we suffering the consequences. Finally, and Turin to Milan to teach in the Architecture
should recognize the influential work of partially thanks to the international supportof Department. As a professor, an artist, a
artists who tied Modernism and postmod- Vanessa Beecroft and Maurizio Cattelan, at  gallerist, a poet, a collector, an art critic, a
ernism together, such as De Dominicis, the end of the *90s Transavantgarde artists
Ontani, Salvo, Agnetti and Chiari. After all of like Cucchi, Spalletti and Garutti have begun
this, Italian art is slowing down because of to reconnect with new generations.
many factors. Among them, a backward art After industrial Turin, banquets in Rome
system that cannot compete in a globalized and drinks in Milan, a lo t has happened.
world, and the interruption of the long- Progressively, artistic debate has moved from
standing artistic dialogue between genera- Rome and Turin to Milan. In Rome, the “New
tions, interrupted by the Transavantgarde Roman School” of Bianchi, Ceccobelli,
movement. What I mean is that until the Dessi, Gallo and Tirelli has attempted to take
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